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Instructions:  

✔​ Please read all the information in the handbook. Parents are responsible to go over the camper  
information with your child to help him/her prepare for camp. Please use the packing list and check to 
see if your camper has everything needed.  

 

✔​ Bring to camp on check in day,  
1) Parent questionnaire – if not completed online 
2) Camper release form - if not completed online 

 
All forms must be completed online prior to camp @ http://cherithwny.campintouch.com – click on Forms 
 
 

The summer camping ministry of Pioneer Clubs 
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PARENT/ CAMPER SURVIVAL GUIDE 

 
Check-In Time and Procedures:  Sundays between 3:00-4:30PM. Please Park in the designated area and proceed to the 
dining hall. 
While you are in (or near) the dining hall, you will:  

1) Check in with camp staff; get cabin assignment and turn in forms. 
2) Pay any outstanding registration balance  
3) Leave a deposit for the Tuck Shop 
4) See the horsemanship or tree climbing instructor if applicable, sign up for weekly activities 
5) Go through our health screening and give the RN your medications.   

After checking in at the dining hall, you will get your luggage and take it to the cabin (or to the drop-off point).  Then you will go to 
your cabin, meet your counselor, and go to the pool for swim check.  Parents are expected to leave at this point and may 
not drive around camp.  
 
Check-Out Time and Procedures:  On Friday evening parents should arrive between 4:30 - 5:00PM and report to the dining 
hall area.  There will be a brief closing circle time for the entire camp at about 5:00PM.  Parents (or designee) must sign the release 
form (the counselor will have this) and load the camper’s belongings prior to leaving with the camper.  Our Tuck Shop will also be 
open on Friday after our closing circle ceremony for non-food purchases. Credit cards and cash are accepted on Friday 
evening.  Campers and parents can expect to leave camp between 5:15pm – 5:45pm. 
  
Important: For safety reasons children (campers and staff children included) may not wander around the camp unsupervised at 
any time.  Parents are responsible for their own child(ren) until they leave the camper with the counselor on Sunday afternoon and 
again responsible for their child(ren) after the release form has been signed on Friday evening and the camper has been released.  
 
Arrangements for lateness: If you know you must pick up or drop off your child at a time other than those stated above, 
please make arrangements in advance with the camp director, Diana Gressinger - executivedirector@campcherithwny.org, or call: 
(585) 468-3850. If a parent does not arrive to pick up or drop off a camper in a timely manner, calls will be made to the parent. A 
charge of $50 per half hour per child may be added for pickups after 6:00pm Friday. 
 
Refunds Policy:  The Camper deposit is non-refundable but may be transferred to another camper to be used in the same camp 
season if desired. After June 15, camp fees are non-refundable.  If your child must leave camp for disciplinary or health reasons 
before the session is over, fees are not refundable. In the case of a parent choosing to remove a camper prior to the completion of 
the camping week for any reason other than a death in the family or natural disaster impacting the family, no refund will be made. No 
refunds will be made for no shows.  
 
Schedule change, adding a week or changing weeks: If your child wants to return for another week this summer, or if 
you need to change weeks, you may call or e-mail the registrar. She will make every effort to help you add or change weeks. Some 
weeks and age groups fill early, so we may not be able to accommodate every request. If there is a serious emergency at home and 
you need to reach camp, the camp phone number is (585) 468-3850. 
 
Injury/ Illness:  In the event that your child has an injury or illness that would cause her/him to miss normal camp activities for 
more than 6 hours, the camp nurse or directors will notify you by phone.  If your child requires medical attention beyond that of our 
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camp nurse or trained staff, you will be notified by phone as soon as possible by the camp directors or nurse.  You are required to 
make arrangements to pick up your child immediately. 
 
Tuck Shop:  This is our camp ‘store’ where snacks and drinks can be purchased during free time.  At check-in you will be asked to 
make a deposit for your child for the week’s spending money.  You can pay using cash, check, or credit card for the Tuck deposit on 
check-in day!  We have a rule of “two (snacks) for the tummy,” so $15 for the week would cover snacks. $15 to $40 more would be 
appropriate for purchase of T shirt, bracelets, stuffed animals and more options. Your child will get back any money they don’t spend 
at the end of the week. The Tuck shop will also be open on Friday after the closing circle for cash or credit card purchases. 
 
Food/meals: Three meals are served daily that are healthy and nutritious. Campers are expected to eat from the choices served. 
Exceptions are made for those with severe medical issues (dietary restrictions or reactions) but, we must be notified through the 
camper registration (prior to arrival at camp). If medically necessary, the parent may provide menu substitutions. Foods should be 
brought to check-in and parent may speak to our kitchen staff regarding needs.  
 Roommate Requests:  Must be made on the application and are required to be the same age or same grade level (maximum of 
1 request)!  Please understand that we will try to accommodate each request but not all requests can be honored.  Camp is a great 
opportunity for learning to reach out and make new friends. 
 
Camper Mail and Mailing Address:  The address for camper mail is: Camper’s Name, c/o Camp Cherith of WNY, 
9534 Short Tract Road, Hunt, NY 14846-9730. Notes may be left with the child’s counselor on Sunday OR you may send a 
one-way camper e-mail by using BUNK1.  You will receive a BUNK1 flyer on check-in day with your special access code. Postal 
letters to campers should be mailed before the week they are here or by Tuesday to ensure delivery. CCWNY will not forward mail 
delivered after the camper has left. 
 
Lost Paperwork: Go to the website: http://cheirthwny.campintouch.com where all the after-registration forms are available. All 
forms are available online to fill out or upload and should be filled out before camp.   
 
Homesickness: Make sure you tell your child that you want her/him to be at camp and that she/he will have a good time.  We 
train our staff to recognize and assist with homesickness.  The Director will call and talk with you about this if she believes it’s 
necessary.  Please do not promise your child phone calls or visits.  Do not call the camp office with messages for your 
child.  It might take a child time to adjust; our staff will provide enjoyable activities to keep all campers busy.  Send cheerful, 
encouraging mail/ Bunk notes to your child to help them during the week!  
 
Bed-wetting: Camp staff are well prepared for this problem and will handle it with discretion.  Please inform your child’s 
counselor so she/he can be aware that it may happen.  If your child needs bedtime underwear, please send it to camp. We will use 
discretion for them to feel comfortable.  You can send a plastic mattress cover (to protect the mattress) and two sets of sheets and 
blankets for bedding instead of a sleeping bag.  The bedding is easier to wash, and two sets means that there will be bedding on the 
bunk while the soiled sheets are being washed.   
 
Lost & Found: Camp Cherith does not accept responsibility for lost and stolen items.  Please do not have your child bring items 
of great value.  Please label all clothing, cameras and other items with your child’s first and last name.  Lost & found items will be 
collected on a daily basis.  It is the camper’s responsibility to check the lost and found for misplaced items.  Parents may look at our 
Lost & Found on closing day to pick up left items. Camp Cherith will not mail items left behind. At the end of the summer season all 
items will be donated to a charitable organization. 
 
Dog Policy: Dogs will not be permitted on site even on drop off or pick up days for the safety and protection of our campers, 
community, and site. Visitors bringing any dog other than a service dog with appropriate identification and with readily available 
vaccination records will be asked to keep the animal(s) in their vehicle under supervision for the duration of their time at camp. 
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Visitors: As a security measure all visitors must call the camp office first and sign in at the director’s cabin before going anywhere 
on camp property.  If someone needs to drop something off for a camper, please contact the camp office.  
 
Behavior Expectations 
Camp Cherith has established rules which communicate our expectation that each and every camper strive to be safe, respectful and 
responsible.  We will treat all campers with love and respect.  We will also work diligently to avoid conflicts in camp.  However, to 
ensure a quality camping experience for all campers, severely inappropriate behavior will result in dismissal from camp prior to the 
end of the session.   
Behaviors worthy of dismissal include: 

1.​The use or possession of cigarettes, alcohol, or drugs (including vaping), weapons such as guns, knives, or explosives 
2.​Bullying, fighting or continual verbal assaults directed at campers or staff. 
3.​Blatant disregard for the authority of the camp staff and policies or camp property. 
4.​Consistently disruptive behavior that interferes with the flow of the program, physically or emotionally harms others, or     
    otherwise conflicts with the program rules and guidelines at Camp Cherith. 

In the event, that your child is guilty of any of these offenses, the director will contact you and you will be asked to come 
immediately to camp to pick up your child.  Your cooperation will be most appreciated.  If your child is sent home, he/she will not be 
eligible to return that summer.  If your child is sent home due to disciplinary problems no refund of the camp fees will be given. 
 
 

Parents are responsible to review the ‘Camper Rules’ and ‘Behavior 
Expectations’ with the registered child. 

 Camper Rules and Policies  
●​All Campers must have a completed health form with immunization records (or waiver) upon arrival. 
●​Campers must turn in all medications (in original containers) including all OTC meds, vitamins and Tylenol to the 

Health Center.  Possession of over-the-counter medication of any kind or self-administering medication may be 
considered grounds for dismissal. Unused portions will be returned.   

●​Any camper that is found using or in possession of any alcohol/drugs, tobacco (including vaping) products or weapons may 
be dismissed from camp.  

●​The camp will make available jack-knives for use during camp activities.  Campers are discouraged from bringing their own 
knives. Personal knives will be kept in the Director’s Cabin until needed for camp activities. Any knives found will be kept 
with the director until they are picked up. 

●​Do not bring your cell phones to camp. All cell phones will be stored with the Director.  Cell phones will be 
returned on Friday to camper’s parents. 

●​Do not bring electronic equipment:  Campers are not permitted to have laptops, mp3’s, IPODs, IPADs, e-readers, or 
any other portable electronic device. We believe camp should be free from electronic distractions. 

●​Personal Equipment:  Campers may bring personal sports equipment or musical instruments that are appropriate to 
the camp setting.  All high-risk equipment (bows or rifles) will be stored under lock and key and used only when 
appropriate supervision is available.  All other equipment is the responsibility of the owner.  Camp will not be liable for 
the loss or damage of personal equipment or musical instruments. 

●​Respect others. Keep your hands to yourself and stay out of other people’s belongings.  
●​If you have a problem, please speak to your counselor or nearby staff member about it as soon as possible 
●​Bullying is inexcusable, and it will not be tolerated. At camp, we all live as an extended family and community and 

need to be respectful and considerate of others in our behavior and appearance.  
●​Camper clothing should conceal all undergarments and promote modesty.  Camp is not the place for spaghetti straps, 

cleavage, short shorts, or bare midriffs.  Leave this type of clothing at home. 
●​Swimsuits should be modest 1-piece suits or look like one piece (no midriff showing) and should never be worn in the 

dining hall.  Campers will be required to wear a T-shirt over suits that are immodest. 
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●​Campers must always wear socks and closed toe shoes. For walking to the pool and shower/bathroom campers may wear 
sandals or flip-flops. 

●​Any camper self-driving to camp must obtain permission from the Director and give a copy of license and insurance. The 
vehicle can remain on the camp property at the owner’s risk. It must remain parked during the camping week. 
 

Division Directors will review the camp boundaries, natural hazards, fire and evacuation procedures, and 
other safety guidelines as well as cabin life procedures on Sunday. 

 
Camper Goals 
The goals of Camp Cherith of WNY are achieved by careful administration of our I-O-U (Inward, Outward and Upward) philosophy. 
Each camper will have opportunity for growth in each area: 
Goal 1--Inward:  Realizing that each camper is unique and special, we endeavor to provide opportunities for personal growth, 
increased confidence and a sense of accomplishment. Our activity program is progressive, skill based, and allows for campers to 
exercise creativity and imagination. 
Goal 2--Outward:  We promote Christian community which honors personal relationships and responsibility through living and 
working cooperatively with a small group. Campers are encouraged to take part in all aspects of the program. 
Goal 3--Upward:  Campers will have many opportunities daily to grow spiritually and demonstrate “Christ in every phase of life”. 
Our program promotes awareness of God and his creation. Campers are provided with time for daily devotions, personal quiet time, 
small group Bible study and evening campfire messages. Our staff will actively demonstrate God’s love. 
 
We make every effort to ensure the health and safety of each camper. The NY State Health Department 
requires a completed medical form signed by a parent and physician.  A registered nurse is available 24 

hours a day and a doctor is on call. If your child has special needs please contact us to determine the level 
of accommodation needed. 

***Packing List*** 
What to bring to CCWNY 

 
The best thing to remember about camp is that it is outside!  Days are generally warm or hot but evenings and early 
mornings are cool.  We spend lots of time in the woods, so legs and feet need proper protection (long pants, socks 
and closed toe shoes are required daily).  You will need to be prepared for a variety of outdoor activities.  The 
following is a list of suggested clothing and other articles to bring. Use this checklist as you pack.  Please label everything 
with your camper’s first and last name.   
 
Please make sure your name is on all your belongings! Recommended clothing for 1 week. 
 
_____ jeans/pants (3 or more pair!)​         _____ Bible, notebook ​ ​    _____ toiletries 
(in a container) 
 

_____ shorts – no short shorts (5)​         _____ towels/washcloths​    _____ toothbrush and 
toothpaste 
 
_____ sweatshirts (2-3)​ ​         _____ camera​ ​ ​    _____ water bottle 
 
_____ shirts (7)​ ​ ​         _____ flashlight​ ​ ​    _____ comb/brush 
 
_____ undergarments (7)​ ​         _____ socks (at least 7 pairs)​    _____ pajamas 
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_____ jacket & raincoat​ ​         _____ bug spray​ ​ ​    _____ 2+ pairs of closed 
toe shoes 
 
_____ bathing suit & swim towel ​         _____ pens, pencils​                  _____ *rainboots 
 
_____ envelopes/postcards addressed to home (stamps, too)​ ​     _____ *fishing pole and 
tackle 
 
_____ flip-flops or sandals (for the shower or the pool only)​  _____ sleeping bag or sheets 
and blankets 
  
_____ a pillow                                                                                                               *optional; no need 
to purchase 
 

Required items for horseback riding lessons (and horse camp)  
 
_____ a pair of boots or shoes with 1-inch heels                                     _____ at least 2 pairs of DENIM 
jeans 
 

What NOT to bring: 
​ 1. Cell phones/iPods/other electronic devices – these items will be held by the director until the end of 

the     

week! 

2. Gum/candy/food (it attracts critters into the cabins). You can buy snacks at the Tuck Shop! 

3. Weapons, including knives, explosives, guns​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Important Items to Bring to Camp​ ​  
1.​Prescription medication (in original containers, marked for nurse) 
2.​Spending money (to be kept on account at Tuck Shop 
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